I 



DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 339 439 

AUTHOR 
TITLE 



INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 

PUB TYPE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



JC 910 581 

Seppanen, Loretta 

Video Telecommunications in Washington community 
Colleges. An Update of the course Offerings for 
Academic Year 1989-90 an<J 1990-91. operations Report 
No. 91-5. 

Washington State Board for Community and Technical 
Colleges, Olympia. 
NOV 91 
9p. 

Reports - Research/Technical (143) — Statistical 
Data (110) 

MFOi/PCOl Plus Postage. 

college Faculty? Community Colleges; ^Distance 
Education? «« Enrollment Trends? Full Time Equivalency; 
Student Behavior? "Student Characteristics? Student 
Educational Objectives? Teacher Student Ratio? 
♦Telecourses? Two Year Colleges? Two Year College 
Students 
•Washington 



ABSTRACT 

A Study was conducted in the Washington Community and 
Technical College system on the quality of telecourses, current 
teiecourse uxferings, and plans for the use of telecourses. Where 
appropriate, findings for 1990-91 were -orapared with 1988-89 data. 
Study findings included the followingj (l) the unduplicated headcount 
for teiecourse enrollment in 1990-91 was 5,204, a 64% increase from 
the 3,178 enrollees in 1988-89? (2) 50% of teiecourse students worJied 
full-time and 38% were parents? (3) the median age of teiecourse 
students dropped from 30 years in 1988-89 to 26 years in 1990-91? (4) 
in 19^^0-91, 17 (out of 19) community colleges offered telecourses to 
a total of 706 full time equivalent (FTE) students, an increase of 
92% over the 367 FTE's in 1988-89? (5) all growth in teiecourse FTE's 
Since 1988-89 has been in academic subjects, with vocational svbject 
areas showing a decline for the past 3 years? (6) there were no PTE's 
in basic sKills telecourses in either 1988-89 ir 1990-91? (7) more 
th?n 400 telecourses were offered in 1990-91, with half the courses 
in the social sciences, and one quarter in the natural sciences? (8) 
classes with 30 or more students grew from 12% to 17% of the total 
number of classes between 1988-89 and 1990-91? (9) in comparison with 
1988-89 enrollees, 1990-91 students were more likely to be younger, 
female, white, working, and parents? (10) teiecourse students were 
nearly twice as likely as other students to be preparing for 
transfer? and (11) there were an average of 27.3 student FTE's per 
FTE faculty in telecourses from 1988-89 through 1990-91. Data tables 
are included. (PAA) 
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BiiCKGROUND 



In Juno 1990, the Stat© Board for Communfty and Technical CoBege prepared a report on tha quality of 
iBlacoufses. curort telecowse offerinQS, and plans for the uso erf telecoufses. eniWad "Vkteo 
TelBCommunlcattons In W&^*iglon Community CoPegas." TWs report updarealnfomiaUon on the telecouree 
{rfTerings orglmAy descr&ed in the June 1990 study. 

Hlghnghts: Clwi^es Sbico the 1988-89 Study 

Ttiecouree enrolments have grown substan^iy: 

* The undupMcated headcount in telecourses Increased 64 percent from 19M-89 to 1990-91 from 3.178 
to 5,204. Full-time equivalent enrollment (FTE) Increased 92 percent during the same j»flod frmn 367 
FTEtoTOeFTE 

* The majority of telecourse students continued to bo "timebound aid plac^)Ound" becatm ttiey cannot 
enroll In regiMarty scheduled college classy Fifty percent of the telecowse students worked full4lme 
ami 38 percent v^rere parsnts. 

* Growth latelecourses. however, has been primarily among younger studwite not llkdy to be timebound 
or frfacebound. The median age of telecourse students dropped from 30 m 1988^ to 26 In 1990-91. 

More colleges dfer telecourses: 

* In of the 16 colleges offering telecourses, 12 said they planned to ©cpand their telecourse 
offerings, two planned to stay the same and two were uncertain. Fifteen colleges did expand their 
offerlnge One college discontinued offerings and one faBed to enroll enough rtudents to offer any 
telecourses in 1990-91. but offered telecourses In 1991-^ 

* Three colleges that had not previously offered telect^irsw began doing so over the past two years: 
EdmowJs. Shoi«ine and Whatcom. 

Growth has been In academic course: 

* In 1988-89. despite thp *act that mo^ students were woridng, only ten percent of the FTEs enrolled in 
telecourees were in vocational courses. By 1990-91. vocational FTEs only constituted eight percent of 
telecourse enrdlment. 

TELECOURSES ENROLLMENT GROWTH 



Student and FTE Growth 

In 1990-91, 17 community colleges offered telecourses to a total of 706 FTEs, an Increase of 92 percent over 
the 367 FTEs enrolled In 1988-ra. Both the number of colleges offering courses and the average enroUment 
per college has grown. For detaB, see Table A-l in the Appendbt 

The number of headcount students enrolled in telecourses increased by 64 percent since 1988-^. In 1990- 
91. 5.204 students were enrolled In telecourses. Nearty 1.300 enrolled in more than one telecourse {Rgure 

1)' 



Growth In Academic Courses 

AH ^owth In telecoursa PTEs since 1 988-89 has been in academte subjects (Figure 2), The number d PTEs 
offered In vocational subject areas declined 8^^ There were no PTEs 

in ba^ skSls courses In 1989-90 and 1990-91. 

By comparteon, growth In conventlona! courses has been primarily In the basic skWs and developmental 
studies areas (courses below the college level)- 



CWnUCD TO mS M ALL COURSCS 




^ Enrolments 



hteadcount 



lAcsdemK 



IJvocaiionBl 



|88slcSttb 



More than 400 telecourses were offered In 1990-91 . 

Half of ^ telecouree PTEs were In the social sciences and a quarter In natural sciences In both 1989-90 and 
1990-91. 



TABLE 1 

NUMBER OF COURSES AND FTES BY SUBJECT AREA 



1989-90 



1990-91 





Number 


Of 


%0f 


Number of 




% Of 


CIP GrouD 


Course 


a Sis 


Total 






Business & Accounting 


29 


45 


8.5% 


54 


71 


10.0% 


Economics 


21 


15 


2.8% 


19 


18 


2.5% 


History 


30 


57 


IC.8% 


38 


84 


11.9% 


English 


34 


56 


10.6% 


39 


61 


8.6% 


Psychology 


40 


102 


19.1% 


56 


135 


19.2 


Anthropology 


32 


68 


12.8% 


46 


94 


13.3% 


Other Social Sciences 


16 


19 


3.7% 


14 


23 


3.2% 


Interdisciplinary 


7 


11 


2.0% 


6 


19 


2.7% 


Natural Sciences 


82 


133 


25.1% 


93 


166 


23.5% 


Other 


36 


24 


4.6% 


54 


35 


5.0% 


System Totals 


327 


531 




419 


706 
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TELECOURSE SIZE AND 
INSTRUCTION 



FtQimEa 

cuss SIZE OF mB^OIffiSES 



Teiecourses have giown In size 
8lrK» 1988^. In 199C4t , drases 
with less than 10 students 
comprteed4l percent <^ the total 
compared to 47 perceitt bi 1S88- 



Qasses with 30 or more students 
grew from 12 percertt to 17 
pwcent of the total nmbor of 
classes. 



f of StiKlents 
200 




UnderlO 



10-19 



20-29 



1988-89 



□ 1989-90 



m 1990-91 



TELECOURSES STUDENTS 



student Characteristics 

Compared to aO other students, those enrolled in 
teiecourses in 199>91 were: 

• younger (Table 2) 

• more likely to t>e female (Figure 4) 

* more likely to be white (Table 3) 

* more likely to be parents (Figure 5) 

* more likely to be w&king (Figure 6) 

• more likely to came to the college with some 
prksr post-secondary experience (Figure 7) 

Three year» earlier the picture had been the 
same, except that in 1988-89 telecourse 
students were older than other students, on 
average. 





TABLE 2 




MEDIAN AQE OF STUDENTS 




(1990-91) 






Tde(x>urse 


An 


Y^r 


.§tu<?snts 


Students 


1988-89 


30 


28 


1989-90 


27 


29 


1990-91 


26 


29 



rauftt4 



Tel0a»rses 



All Students 






TABLE 3 








ETHNIC BACKGROUND 








Teibcourses 


M Courses 






3k 


1990-91 




WNte 


4,756 


91.0% 


228.106 


80.2% 


Asian/Pacific 


139 


2.7% 


19.232 


6.8% 


African American 


111 


2.1% 


9.155 


3.2% 


Native American 


86 


1.6% 


4.781 


1.7% 


Hispanic 


82 


1.6% 


13.538 


4.8% 


Other 


S2 


1.0% 


9.67B 


3.4% 



mUREB 



X of Total 


100 1 




75 




50 




25 




0 • 


1 



iBL 



wftnChik*^ 



SSL 



riTefacourge 



CQi|>ta with 



NoChitt-en 

□ A!! 



» of Total 


W <] 




75 ■ 




50 




25 ■ 




0 ■ 





9» 









an 

























Wort 



Wort 



Otha- 
□ All 



muiiE7 

QniCATKMAL BAOCOROIM) » NEW STUOSfTS (TAU. 1990> 



* of Total 
100 



75 
50 
25 
0 



6m 



Scftol 

n Tetecoirse 



97« 



Sam 



, _ TSocT 

Dtogm, ^^'U^' 
Cofl^ Degree Hgfier 
□ah 




Tetocourso SUKJoirtt'Expectatton* 



The ma)ofty d new telec(»rs8 mudems were preparing for a degm or planned to be at the college for 
more than a year. They piani^ to c^npl^nmeduratton than other new studet^ Teiecourse students 
were neariy twice as tikdy as other studmits to be preparing for trar^r. 



QOHPMa TO ML MBfi mJOBITV fTAUl 1 tfOi 



nount 

COimUCD TO AU fTVDOiTS (FAUIfW) 



100 1 



75 



50 
25 



4« 



17» : — I 



3QSI 



Dwi l Omtet^ More 
Know TwoVear nJ^SIr 

Q Teiecourse 




Two One 



□ ah 



X of Total 






7S 


OK 








25 

0 * 







Trantf«r Wort Related ABOlher 



TELECOURSE FACULTY 



More than half of the telecourses offered were taught by 
full-time faculty. 

There were an average of 27.3 student PTEs per PTE 
facidty in telecourses over the past three years. That ratio 
of students to faculty compares to 30.7 for all social 
science courses and 21.4 for natural sciences courses for 
the same time period. Since half the telecourses were in 
social sciences, the 27.3 ratio suggests that telecourses 
require about the same faculty effort per student as 
classroom-based courses. 



TABLE 4 
FACULTY EMPLOYMEffT 
STATUS IN TELECOURSES 
PERCENT OF TOTAL FTEF 





98-^ 




m\ 


Full-Tlme 


55% 


54% 


51% 


Part-Time 


29% 


32% 


38% 


Volunteer/Other 


16% 


14% 


11% 



SUMMARY 



As predicted by coiieges in the 1990 study, t^ecourss bism^n has qrom dramaticaily in the past ttvee years, 
nearly doubling in ^e SevmtwNi to ^(^een cf^eg^ vte television each WiBe telocourses 

mainly serve tiniebound and ptacebound" students, they also are sen^ more younger students unable to find 
^ce in regidariy sdieduied courses. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 



Deraiyn GJertson of the SBCTC staff used the SMiS database to provide the descriptive Infbrmation for this report. 
Becat^ the database does not dearty identtfy teiecoufses. the Initial pha» of the res^vch requ^ 
that college offering telecoimes provide the SBCTC with a report or 6\sk fOe idet^tifying such courses. Tlie f otiowtng 
community coUege staff assisted wfth that work: 



Gary Mahn 


BeHevua 


Maria Kaut 




Safly Bowltn 




D^NB Meadows 


Colwnbia Basin 


MOtStaric 


Edmonds 


Gloria Hit^ 


GfB^ H«t>or 


Mary Harding 


t.owsr Columbia 


Borw^ Qittigan 


Pierce 


Martha Blai(ely 


Seattie Centra! 


Barbara Fanger 


StorsliTM 


Chr^ Anderson 


Sl^it Valley 


Tom Woodnutt 


South Puget Sound 


John h^owlett 


Spol^ne District 


Doug Whittat(sr 


TaTOma 


Nancy Kress 


Walla Walla 


.Ian Hagen 


Whatcom 


Maria Sanchez 


Yaldma Valley 



SBCTC staff assisting with the project were Jaclde Ep|;rier-Clari<, Lxjretta Seppanen, and Robert Wark. 



ERIC 



6 



Appendix 
Telecourses Data by College 



TABLE A-l 

TELECOURSE FTES BY FUNDING SOURCE 

Annual PTEs 19S8« Anflu«I PTEs Annual PTEs 1990-91 







Contract/ 










Sta» 




Total 




Statf 


Student 


Total 


Stat* 


Contract 


Total 


Contract 


j£s>!»at 


Fundad 


Fundad 




Funded 


Funded 


FT|8 


Funded 


Funded 


FTEa 


Grays Harbor 


4.8 


0.0 


4.8 


13.3 


1.3 


14.7 


3.0 


11.9 


14.9 


Skagit Valley 


29.4 


6.8 


36.2 


49.8 


9.9 


59.7 


68.5 


13.0 


81.5 


Saattie Central 


13.4 


9.8 


23.2 


18.2 


0.0 


18.2 


5.3 


33.7 


39.1 


Shoreline 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


5.7 


0.0 


5.7 


Bellevi» 


0.0 


*33.9 


33.9 


0.0 


85.8 


85.8 


0.0 


107.0 


107.0 


HIghllne 


0.0 




3.8 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


Pi^ce 


31.2 


0.0 


31.2 


51.0 


0.0 


51.0 


69.1 


0.0 


69.1 


Cemraila 


2.3 


8.6 


10.9 


36.9 


2.6 


39.5 


31.8 


8.1 


39.9 


Lower Columbia 


13.8 


0.0 


13.8 


7.6 


0.0 


7.6 


14.8 


0.6 


15.4 


Clark 


23.1 


0.0 


23.1 


36.4 


4.6 


40.9 


25.5 


7.2 


32.6 


Yal(in« Valley 


24.9 


0.0 


24.9 


26.0 


1.2 


27.2 


25.3 


0.7 


26.0 


Spokane 


29.1 


0.0 


29.1 


36.9 


0.0 


36.9 


40.1 


59 


46.0 


Spokane Falls 


80.0 


•9.2 


89.2 


62.8 


24.6 


87.3 


86.9 


5.1 


92,0 


C<riumbia Basin 


26.2 


0.0 


26.2 


37.4 


0.0 


37.4 


21.4 


54.7 


76.7 


Walla WaHa 


1.5 


0.0 


1.5 


1.3 


0.0 


1.3 


. 0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


V\niatcom 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


3.1 


14.4 


17.6 


Tacoma 


2.8 


26 


5.4 


8.3 


2.6 


10.8 


12.8 


0.0 


12.8 


Edmonds 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


12.7 


12.7 


0.0 


28.1 


28.1 


South Puget Sound 9.4 


0.0 


9.4 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


2.0 


0.0 


2.0 


System Totals 


291.9 


74.7 


366.6 


385.9 


145.2 


531.0 


415.2 


290.5 


706.2 


% Change 












44.8% 






33.0% 



* Student-funded effort reflected In total. 
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